
land the Ulster Unionists made a gain of two seats 
to resume their representation in Westminster after 
five years in the wilderness.

The number of seats and percentages of votes 
gained by the parties electing MPs are shown in 
the table on page 74.

The make-up of the new parliament will see women 
accounting for almost three in 10 MPs (29%) — up 
from 23% before the election. 

Labour has 99 women MPs in its 2015 intake of 232 
MPs or 43% of the party’s total. The Conservative 
Party has 68 women in its 331 MPs or 21% of the 
party’s total. 

And 20 of the SNPs 56 MPs are women, accounting 
for 36% of its representation in Parliament. Their 
intake includes Mhairi Black, who at 20 years of age 
is the youngest MP to be elected since 1667.

Black and minority-ethnic representation in West-
minster also increased in the 2015 election. Draw-
ing on data from the UCL/Birkbeck Parliamentary 
Candidates UK project, non-white MPs now make 
up more than 6% of the new parliament, up from 
4.2% in 2010.

UCL and Birkbeck have been gathering exten-
sive data on parliamentary candidates for two 
years and will publish the full results later in the 
year. Their research does not, however, include 
Northern Ireland.

Tories take power after 
general election
The 2015 general election saw the Conservative 
Party confound the opinion polls by winning power 
with an overall majority of 12 seats. 

The Conservatives made a net gain of 24 seats 
giving them 331 seats in Westminster, while the 
Labour Party made a net loss of 26 seats. 

The Liberal Democrats paid for their five years in 
the coalition government with the Tories and made 
a net loss of 49 seats. 

The Scottish National Party made a net gain of 50 
seats and now has 56 MPs, leaving just one MP 
from each of Labour, the Liberal Democrats and 
Tory Party north of the border. 

Despite all the hype, UKIP has just one MP with 
Tory defector Douglas Carswell taking Clacton. 
Carswell had held the seat for the Tories in the 
2010 election, before resigning and winning the 
seat for UKIP in a by-election last year. 

The Green Party kept its MP with the re-election 
of Caroline Lucas in Brighton Pavilion. 

In Wales, Plaid Cymru keep their representation 
in Westminster at three MPs, while in Northern Ire-
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2015  
seats

Net 
gain/
loss 1

% vote

Conservative 331 24 36.9

Labour 232 -26 30.4

Scottish National 56 50 4.7

Liberal Democrats 8 -49 7.9

Democratic Unionist 8 0 0.6

Sinn Fein 4 -1 0.6

Plaid Cymru 3 0 0.6

SDLP 3 0 0.3

Ulster Unionist 2 2 0.4

UKIP 1 1 12.6

Green Party 1 0 3.8

1 Compared with 2010, excludes Speaker's seat

www.bbc.co.uk/news/election/2015

www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/may/08/record-numbers-female-minority-ethnic-
mps-commons

City bonuses boost 
earnings growth 
Average weekly earnings growth picked up in 
March, but only as a result of City bonuses, official 
figures show.

Earnings growth for the whole economy was 
provisionally 3.3% against the revised 1.1% rise 
in February, according to the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS). For March 2015 higher bonuses 
were recorded across the private sector, particu-
larly for finance and business services, compared 
with February 2015, the ONS said.

With RPI inflation running at 0.9% in March, aver-
age earnings have put on some real growth for a 
change.

In March, the sectoral figures show a 1.0% rise in 
manufacturing, where growth was 0.0% in February. 
In services, growth jumped to 3.6% from 1.3%; and 
in the private sector as a whole growth leaped to 
4.3% from 1.2%.

Growth in the public sector, excluding the na-
tionalised banks, was 1.4% in March against 1.5% 
the previous month. If the nationalised banks are 
included, growth in the public sector was in nega-
tive territory — down by 0.9% against a 0.9% rise 
in February.

TUC general secretary Frances O’Grady said: 
“Behind the headline figures, we still don’t have 

enough of the well-paid secure jobs that people 
want for themselves and their children. 

“Pay packets are a bit bigger, but real pay rises 
remain dependent on unusually low inflation. 
Without a stronger foundation for sustainable pay 
growth, the living standards of families will remain 
at risk.”

Headline earnings growth (the rolling three-month 
average) for the whole economy was up to 1.9% in 
the period to March from 1.7% in the period end-
ing February.

Manufacturing growth fell to 0.4% from 0.6%, but 
service sector growth was up to 2.2% from 1.8%.

For the private sector as a whole, growth was up to 
2.4% against 1.9% the previous month. 

For the public sector excluding the nationalised 
banks, growth was down to 1.3% from 1.4% and 
down to 0.2% from 0.8% if the nationalised banks 
are included.

Average weekly earnings1

Whole 
econo-

my

Manu-
factur-

ing
Serv-

ices
Private 
sector

Public 
sector2

£ a week

2014

January (r) 478 564 463 475 484

February (r) 478 563 464 476 483

March (r) 473 561 458 467 484

April 482 563 464 475 485

May 479 563 463 476 485

June 477 568 462 477 484

July 478 564 462 476 487

August 479 563 464 477 485

September 482 566 466 480 487

October 485 565 469 483 487

November 484 565 469 482 487

December 488 571 473 486 489

2015

January (r) 485 565 471 483 489

February (r) 484 563 470 482 491

March (p) 489 566 474 487 491

% annual change

Single month 3.3 1.0 3.6 4.3 1.4

3-month 
average3 1.9 0.4 2.2 2.4 1.3

1 Average weekly earnings in Great Britain, seasonally adjusted, including 
bonuses, but excluding arrears. 2 Excludes financial services. 3 Average of the 
seasonally adjusted data for the latest three months compared with three months 
a year earlier. (p) provisional (r) revised
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The regular pay figures strip out the distorting 
effect of the City bonuses and also exclude ar-
rears of pay. These show that growth for the whole 
economy was up to 2.7% in March from 2.4% the 
previous month.

The percentage rises in the year to March for 
various sectors, along with the previous month’s 
rises in brackets, were: manufacturing 1.2% (0.4%); 
services 2.7% (2.7%); the private sector 3.3% (2.8%); 
and the public sector, excluding the nationalised 
banks, 1.5% (1.4%).

The three-monthly average rise for regular pay 
in the whole economy in March was 2.2% against 
1.9% for the period ending February. The sectoral 
increases were: manufacturing 0.7% (0.6%); serv-
ices 2.5% (2.2%); the private sector 2.7% (2.2%); 
and the public sector, excluding the nationalised 
banks, 1.3% (1.3%).

The table below is based on the mean average 
earnings figures published in the Annual Survey 
of Hours and Earnings (ASHE) 2014. The original 
figures have been “uprated” by the 1.5% increase 
in average weekly earnings for the whole economy 
between April 2014 and March 2015 to give an up-
dated estimate of earnings.

Full-time average weekly earnings by occupation

£ a week

All employees 629.50

All male 683.10

All female 547.30

Managers 986.00

Professionals 803.10

Associate professionals 680.70

Admin & secretarial 458.00

Skilled/craft 531.00

Services 366.90

Sales 376.50

Operatives 488.20

Other manual jobs 372.20

www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171778_402319.pdf

Unemployment dips by 
35,000 in first quarter
The fall in unemployment has continued in the early 
months of 2015, but at a slower rate than last month, 
the latest official figures show.

Under the Labour Force Survey (LFS) count, unem-
ployment fell by 35,000 to 1.83 million in the three 

month-period January to March, compared with the 
previous three-month’s total of 1.86 million between 
October to December. 

The unemployment rate fell to 5.5% from 5.7%, the 
Office for National Statistics said. 

The fall was due to a fall in male unemployment. 
The number of unemployed men was down by 
34,000 to 1.01 million and their unemployment rate 
was down to 5.7% from 6.0%.

The number of unemployed women fell by 2,000 to 
821,000 and their unemployment rate was down to 
5.3% from 5.4%.

Rounding means the overall fall does not equal the 
combined fall in the male and female numbers.

In April, unemployment under the claimant count 
was down by 12,600 to 763,800. However the jobless-
ness rate was unchanged at 2.3%.

This count only includes those people claiming 
Jobseeker’s Allowance. 

Male claimant numbers fell by 7,100 to 487,000 and 
their joblessness rate was down to 2.7% from 2.8%.
Women claimant’s numbers fell by 5,500 to 276,800, 
but that was not enough to cut their joblessness 
rate which remained unchanged at 1.8%.

Unemployment seasonally adjusted

Claimants LFS 2

(000s) % 1 (000s) %

2014

April 1,113 3.3 2,162 6.6

May 1,081 3.2 2,126 6.5

June 1,041 3.1 2,074 6.3

July 1,004 3.0 2,021 6.2

August 971 2.9 1,972 6.0

September 952 2.8 1,959 6.0

October 927 2.8 1,958 6.0

November 897 2.7 1,914 5.8

December 862 2.6 1,862 5.7

2015

January 822 2.5 1,856 5.7

February 793 2.4 1,838 5.6

March (r) 776 2.3 1,827 5.5

April (p) 764 2.3

1 Percentage of working population — the employees, unemployed, self-em-
ployed and the armed forces. 2 The Labour Force Survey definition of unemploy-
ment — the number of unemployed people who want a job and are ready to start 
work in two weeks, and have looked for work in the past four weeks. Each figure 
is the average of the past three months — a rolling average. (p) provisional (r) 
revised
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Regions The LFS unemployment count fell in half 
of the 12 regions/countries in the three months 
ending March. The largest falls were 28,000 in the 
North West and 19,000 in the East of England.

The LFs count was unchanged in the East Midlands 
but rose in the other five regions/countries. 

The regions posting rises included Scotland with 
a 19,000 rise, Yorkshire and the Humber with a 
13,000 rise and the West Midlands where there 
was a 10,000 rise.

The unemployment rate was above the UK average 
of 5.5% in eight regions/countries. The North East 
has the highest rate of 7.5%, followed by Wales 
with 6.7%. 

In April, the claimant count was down in every 
region/country. However, the claimant count rate 
was above the UK average of 2.3% in six regions/
countries. The highest rates were 5.0% in Northern 
Ireland and 3.9% in the North East.

Region April claimants LFS Jan — Mar

Number % Number %

North East 47,200 3.9 96,000 7.5

North West 74,900 2.1 201,000 5.7

Yorkshire & the Humber 84,500 3.2 177,000 6.6

East Midlands 49,100 2.2 115,000 4.9

West Midlands 81,900 2.9 178,000 6.4

East of England 48,200 1.6 137,000 4.4

London 114,700 2.1 285,000 6.2

South East 60,000 1.3 197,000 4.2

South West 37,100 1.3 119,000 4.3

Wales 44,400 3.1 99,000 6.7

Scotland 77,500 2.8 168,000 6.0

Northern Ireland 44,300 5.0 55,000 6.2

www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171778_402319.pdf

Factory output slows at 
beginning of 2015
Manufacturing output appears to be faltering in the 
early months of 2015, official figures suggest.

In the first quarter of 2015, factory output was up by 
just 0.1% compared with the previous three-month 
period. That is unchanged on the rise in the three-
month period ending February 2015, and down from 
0.3% rise in the period ending January. 

There was a 6.0% increase in output in chemicals 
and a 4.6% increase in textiles and clothing. How-
ever, there was a contraction in output of 6.6% in 
machinery and equipment not classified elsewhere 
and 5.5% in computers and electronic products.

In March, manufacturing output was up by 1.3% on 
the same three-month period a year ago — down from 
the 1.8% growth in February on a year earlier.

The more volatile monthly figures showed growth 
of 0.4% in March on the previous month. 

The wider measure of industrial output (manufac-
turing, mining and utilities) saw a growth of just 
0.1% in the first quarter of the year, but 0.6% growth 
on the same period a year earlier.

In the three months to March, production and 
manufacturing were 10.2% and 4.8% respectively 
below their figures reached in the pre-downturn 
GDP peak of the first quarter of 2008.

www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171778_403298.pdf

Tory Party resumes its 
attack on unions
The Conservative Party wasted no time in using 
its return to power to start union bashing. 

The new business secretary Sajid Javid has prom-
ised “significant changes” to strike laws in the 
Queen’s Speech, which will take place later this 
month.

A strike affecting essential public services will need 
the backing of 40% of eligible union members under 
government plans, he said. There will also need to 
be a minimum 50% turnout in strike ballots.

In Javid’s case it is a case of do as I say not as I do. 
He was elected with just 38% of the eligible votes 
in his Bromsgrove constituency.

The government will also lift restrictions on the 
use of agency staff to replace striking workers, 
Javid said.

TUC general secretary Frances O’Grady said: “The 
government’s proposals on union ballots will make 
legal strikes close to impossible."
www.tuc.org.uk/industrial-issues/public-sector/speak-public-services/trade-union-in-
volvement-public-service

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-32702585
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