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Trades Council protest against Trump visit  

The Trades Council Secretary, President and Vice- 
President were joined by other trades council 
delegates, Labour Party members and members of 
other civic groups at the Clarkson Memorial on 
Saturday 4th Feb to stand in solidarity with those 
marching in London to demonstrate against Theresa 
May offering Trump a state visit. 

After engaging passing shoppers and attracting 
interest and support from locals, the group carried 
the new Build Bridges not Walls banner onto the Town Bridge before retiring to a local café for a 

welcome snack and hot drink to warm up.  

The Trades Council recognises the threat not just of Trump but also politicians 
here and across Europe who advocate fear, hatred and division in order to gain 
support for very undemocratic, authoritarian policies that will set back the 
development of society by decades. We will continue to advocate the values of 
compassion, tolerance and respect at every opportunity. 

 

Some reasons to fight for our NHS 

In 1948 when the NHS was set up, Aneurin Bevan and his 
team calculated the cost of overseas visitors/patients would 
be 0.5% of the total NHS budget. Today 70 years later the 
total cost to the NHS for overseas visitors/patients is 0.5%. 
Their estimates were right then and they are right today.  

In fact there is a greater cost to the NHS from patients 
missing GP appointments and outpatients clinics. Time for 
the Tories to stop scapegoating and tell the public the real 
truth, that they have deliberately underfunded the NHS to make it fail so they can then justify its 
privatisation. 

In 2014, the United States Commonwealth Fund declared that in comparison with the healthcare 
systems of 10 other countries (Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the US) the NHS was the most impressive overall. The NHS was rated as the 
best system in terms of efficiency, effective care, safe care, co-ordinated care, patient-centred care and 
cost-related problems.  

9 February 2017 • Daily Telegraph. The NHS saw record waiting times in A&E wards in December as well 
as a big spike in the number of people waiting to start treatment or be transferred from hospital into 
social care. 

Delays in transfers of care also increased in December with the number of days lost this year being 16 per 
cent higher than the equivalent figure for December 2015. This overall increase was driven by delays 
due to social care services which rose by more than 40 per cent over the same period. 

Kings Lynn Trades Council have a coach running to London departing Downham Market 
at 7.30 am and Kings Lynn bus station at 8am, returning from London at 5pm tickets £5. 
For more information contact Jo Rust via: J.Rust@unison.co.uk 

 

 

The Workers’ Herald 
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Race to the bottom after Brexit is 'very real fear', says Fawcett Society 

Britain could be pressured into becoming a low-regulation economy with much 
weaker workers' rights if action is not taken to protect and build on current 
employment law. This is according to Sam Smethers, chief executive of the Fawcett Society, who 
spoke to the Guardian on a nine-month inquiry into the UK's gender discrimination laws the charity 
has launched. "This fear of a race to the bottom and becoming this low-regulation, low-tax economy 
is, I think, a very real one," she said. 

Indeed, both Philip Hammond and Theresa May have indicated they will consider making the UK a 
low-tax economy, designed to attract external investment, if a good-enough deal cannot be made with 
the EU. It is likely such a business-friendly environment would also come with pressure to reduce 
workers' rights.  

Smethers noted that May has promised to protect workers' rights, but expressed caution as to how 
likely it is this vow will be kept. "The real worry we've got is that those kind of assurances are actually 
quite superficial, and they are probably a second order commitment compared to the need to secure a 
competitive economy, and how we compete if we're outside the trading bloc,” she explained.  

"The prime minister may well mean it now when she says it … but I think she's going to be forced into 
a corner where it's going to be very hard for her to retain that, when the pressure is to compete on 
other terms." Indeed, retired high court judge Dame Laura Cox, who will lead the inquiry, warned 
that British workers could face losing pregnancy and maternity rights, part-time workers' rights, 
equal pay for work of equal value if the government decides to create a low-regulation economy. 

 
Staff at Picturehouse cinemas walk out on 
strike for a living wage. (courtesy BECTU) 
 
Working in an independent cinema should not mean 
living on poverty wages. But that's how it is for staff at 
Picturehouse. Now more than ever the workers need 
the support of the trade union community. 

Mooky Greidinger, CEO of Cineworld (owners of 
Picturehouse Cinemas), knows film lovers and 
Picturehouse members don't want to see the staff 
exploited. That's why pressure from customers will make a difference. When the local community and 
staff come together, employers start to listen. 

 Sign this petition to tell Mooky and Picturehouse to pay their staff a living wage! 
https://campaign.goingtowork.org.uk/petitions/picturehouse-cinemas-pay-your-staff-a-living-
wage?source=el  

The public image of Picturehouse cinemas has already been tarnished by rows over low pay. Film fans 
across the country have criticised poor pay for cinema staff when they are forking out £13 or more to 
watch a movie. 

  
Book Review 

We all have some awareness of the history of the white American genocide against the 
aboriginal inhabitants of USA but totally dissatisfied with the Hollywood version I 
decided I ought to find out more. This book is not just a powerful and heart rending 
account of one of the worst atrocities committed by one set of human beings against 
another but as the Telegraph comment quoted on the sleeve of the book says “it is an 
essential insight into modern America”. It is very rare I can totally agree with the 
Telegraph but reading this book over Christmas between the election and 
inauguration of Donald Trump it is frighteningly accurate. 

Beginning with the Long Walk of the Navajos and ending with the massacre of the 
Sioux at Wounded Knee this is a story of cruelty, treachery, deceit, fake news, racism, 
bigotry, greed and just downright institutional dishonesty of US capitalism that would 



3 

 

even sicken some Nazis. No-one in the US government of that period emerges with any credibility intact, 
just that some were worse than others. In contrast, figures such as Sitting Bull, Cochise, Crazy Horse and 
Geronimo are the sophisticated leaders who sought to protect their people, while seeking all the time to 
reach honourable treaties with the invaders to allow them to share the land and live in peace and 
harmony. 

It is a sound warning from history to any state leader today not to attempt to make a treaty or any other 
agreement with the US Government, especially a government dedicated, as most are, to America First, 
unless you are prepared to see your people humiliated and exploited. There are many quotes of Native 
American leaders in the book but perhaps the one that sums up the US policy in a way we can 
understand today is that by Ouray, a Ute chief, made to newspaper reporters.  “The agreement an Indian 
makes to a United States treaty is like the agreement a buffalo makes with his hunters when pierced with 
arrows. All he can do is lie down and give in.” 

Although first published in 1970, with Standing Rock and Trump in the White House, Dee Brown’s book 
is just as relevant today. Published by Vintage books at £10.99 but available new and pre-read on many 
internet sites cheaper, this book is another essential insight into what Trump’s presidency holds for us 
all. On another note, it is also an essential insight into the lives of a people who until the middle of the 
last century had found a way of living at one with nature and just wanted to continue to live a way of life 
which they enjoyed and didn’t want to give up. Sadly they paid a terrible price. 

Trades Council calls Extraordinary General Meeting 

The President, Secretary and Treasurer have decided to call an extraordinary general meeting of the 
Trades Council on Tuesday March 21st to discuss an important rule change. The decision follows another 
inquorate meeting of the council. The meeting will be held immediately before the normal monthly 
meeting of the Trades Council. Please note this date in your diary and try to keep free for this meeting. 
 

Shun the Sun 

Fans of Liverpool FC have ratcheted up the campaign against the S*n since 
Kelvin Mckenzie was given a column at the paper last April. A boycott on 
buying the paper has been running on Merseyside for 27 years. Since last 
April this has now been stepped up to persuade newsagents and 
supermarkets etc. from selling the paper with growing success.  

Liverpool Football Club have been persuaded to ban S*n staff from club 
premises including Anfield stadium for football matches and Klopp refuses 
to speak to S*n journalists. The campaign has been growing outside 
Liverpool with a Shun the S*n facebook page in Hull having over 3,000 
members plus fans in Southampton and Sunderland joining the campaign. 

Attached to the email with this edition is a poster to print out.  You can also help when at the newsagents 
by covering up the S*n with other papers and/or slipping one of these stickers inside. The S*n is losing 
readers lets help its decline. You can find out more at the Facebook site “total eclipse of the s*n”  

News in Brief 

SERTUC LGBT Network Celebrating LGBT History 
Monday 27 February at Congress House. To mark the 50th anniversary of the Sexual Offences Act 
1967. See the flyer here https://sertucresources.wordpress.com/sertuc-events/ 

SERTUC Pensioners Committee Seminar 
Hold the date Friday 17 March at Congress House. With Alex Cunningham MP Shadow 
Pensions Minister and Neil Duncan-Jordan National Pensioners Convention. Register 
at sertuc@tuc.org.uk and more details soon. 

SERTUC Creative & Leisure Industries Committee Conference with Show Culture 
Some Love  Saturday 25 March at Congress House. Register at sertuc@tuc.org.uk and see the 
flyer here https://sertucresources.wordpress.com/sertuc-events/ 
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Levellers Day 2017 
·Friday 19 May 2017 Levellers Night at the CWU’s education centre and Alvescot 
·Saturday 20 May 2017 Levellers Day commemoration, march and debate at the Burford 
Recreation Ground 

Burston Strike School Rally 2017 
Sunday 3 September 2017 – note the date now! 

National Demonstration #our NHS Saturday 4 March 
Tavistock Square 12 noon. Called by Health Campaigns Together and The People’s Assembly. Book 
Unite transport at http://www.unitetheunion.org/campaigning/events/its-our-nhs-national-
demonstration/ 

Orgreave Truth & Justice Campaign Make some noise for justice Monday 13 March 
2pm at the Home Office. Details here http://otjc.org.uk/make-some-noise-for-orgreave-13th-march-
2017/ 

Dare Devil Rides to Jarama Spanish Civil War play 
This production from Townsend Productions has had fantastic reviews and is on in Diss, Oxford and 
Chelmsford in February, see here for dates http://www.townsendproductions.org.uk/ 

 
Daniel Blake film screening encourages fight back against the system 

The community Screening of I Daniel Blake on February 18 was attended by over 
50 people and a lively discussion followed the film. The aim in screening the film 
was to seek interest in forming a Unite Community Branch and 12 people stayed 
after the film to meet with the representatives of Unite. They decided to set up a 
first meeting at the Oasis Centre on March 11th at 2pm which will be supported by 
James from Unite Cambridge Community Branch. If you are interested in joining 
please come along.  

Community branches help benefit claimants to organise and support each other 
which will help prevent situations like those that Daniel Blake found himself in. It 
is important with community support agencies becoming fewer due to Tory 
government cuts that unemployed workers are able to combine together to fight 
the criminal benefit regime at Job Centres. 

The Trades Council will give support to this fledgling new Trade Union branch in 
Wisbech. If you are unemployed, retired, student, apprentice or carer  and cannot 
make 11 March you can register interest via: wmdtuc@gmail.com   
 

Putting the Record straight for Paul Nuttall (photos courtesy Liverpool Echo) 

Paul Nuttall has rightly complained about the smear campaign against him in the press. Of course it 
was a silly web editor that wrote on his web page inaccurate information that Paul had been a 
professional footballer with Tranmere Rovers. Then of course the false claim in Linkedin that he had 
a PhD from Liverpool Hope University didn’t come from Paul because it was not on his web page so 
one of his staff could not have put it there without him knowing. 
Must have come from someone unknown.  

Then of course there was the Press Officer who accidently wrote 
Paul had lost a close personal friend at Hillsborough, not Paul of 
course, and it cannot have been Paul who wrote his address as 
being in Stoke on Trent on the election form because he wasn’t 
living there at the time and couldn’t have known it.  

So we have decided to help Paul out with some real alternative 
facts. First on the right  is a photo of Paul walking on the moon to 
greet Neil Armstrong the second man to walk on the moon. 



5 

 

This painting of the last supper confirms that he was 
there too. Bit of a crush unfortunately and couldn’t 
get a seat, perhaps he didn’t have a ticket, but he 
must have been there because his dad said he was as 
a treat for his thirteenth birthday although he was 
only twelve at the time. His friend Judas also 
confirmed it. 

Paul also is a real patriot in true UKIP style, here seen 
at the Battle of Hasting wearing eye protectors. Pity he 
didn’t bring a pair for Harold then things might have 
gone differently, but nevertheless he did get on the 
Euro gravy train. Below we see him fighting for Queen 
and country at Rorke’s Drift in South Africa. 

 

 

 

Paul can be seen leading the singing of Men of Harlech which 
so frightened the Zulus they gave up and went home. Michael 
Caine commented; “Not many people know this either” 

Poor old Paul may have 
difficulty proving he was 
at Hillsborough but as 

this picture on the right shows he was definitely at Wembley when 
England won the World Cup back in 1966. So get out of that you 
mean spirited hack journos who call Paul a liar. And stop going on 
about how he never attended one of the Hillsborough memorial 
services at Anfield or gave the families a penny, as he didn’t want to 
steal the publicity away from their cause.  

So let’s get behind our hero Paul Nuttall, the man who wants to make 
fish and chips cheaper so that working class Brits will be able to eat 
healthy food again. Hurrah for Paul Nuttall the man who only speaks 
the truth and believes in gender equality for Muslim women. 

Memories of Cable Street – Can you help? 

Peta Steel, author of SERTUC’s first three books on labour movement history in our Region (The 
Spithead & Nore Mutinies, The Levellers, The Burston Rebellion) is preparing a fourth – on Cable 
Street. She would value any memories/anecdotes your or your family have for possible inclusion. If 
you can help please contact her on peta.steel@gmail.com 

Extract from Andrew Lumsden’s thoughts on the 1967 Sexual 
Offences Act 

One of the most inspiring stories that LGBT and Straight students can ever 
hope to hear about our 20th century history is the role of British LGBTs in the 
run-up to that moment of July 1967 when, after standing out against every 
modernising tendency in Continental Europe for nearly 200 years, lawmakers 
here suddenly began drawing ahead even of the Continental United States. 

It was the covert pressure of LGBT individuals which in 1958, by means of a 
letter to The Times by one of them, created the pressure group for 
decriminalisation called the Homosexual Law Reform Society (HLRS). Given 
the state of the law, it pretended to be composed entirely of Straights, and 
indeed contained many. 
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But from December 1962 up to the passing of the 1967 Act the driving force within the HLRS was a 
Cheshireman, Edgar Wright, who though in a relationship and therefor risking police discovery for 
them both, gave up his career, with the full consent of his partner, to represent LGBTs in endless and 
often humiliating dealings with the House of Commons and House of Lords. 

In obedience to a desperate request from his mother Edgar Wright took on a pseudonym for his 
campaigning for the 1967 Act, in the course of which he criss-crossed Britain addressing any meeting 
which would let him speak. The pseudonym was Antony Grey, and by the time he died in 2010 it was 
the only name by which he was known. After the passing of the 1967 Act American activists asked him 
to the United States to tell them how the hell he got the British to reduce their anti-LGBT legislation. 

Migrants no longer taking all the jobs 

UK employers are increasingly struggling to fill jobs in shops, factories and hospitals according to a 
new report that suggests the shortfall may be down to fewer EU migrants seeking work in the UK in 
the wake of the Brexit vote. 

Company bosses are reporting labour and skills shortages throughout the food supply chain as well as 
in sectors such as manufacturing, healthcare and hospitality, according to the latest Labour Market 
Outlook from the Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development (CIPD) and The Adecco Group, 
which polls more than 1,000 employers. One in four also had evidence that the EU nationals they 
employed were considering either leaving their organisation or the UK in 2017.  

The most recent labour market data from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) showed that while 
EU nationals were still arriving in the UK, they were doing so in smaller numbers than in the past. 
Growth in the number of non-UK nationals from the European Union working in the UK had almost 
halved from an average of more than 60,000 per quarter in the nine months to June 2016 to just 
30,000 in the three months to September 2016. 

The public sector is expected to be severely impacted by the risk of a drop in EU labour, with 43% of 
education and 49% of healthcare sector employers surveyed in the Labour Market Outlook saying 
they believed EU migrants among their workforce were considering leaving. Another new survey, the 
London Employment Monitor, also highlights a 29% drop in professionals job hunting in the City last 
month, as high fliers look for jobs in other financial centres. 
 

March 8th International Women’s Day 

International women’s day began as a socialist holiday, a sort of second 
May Day. It was intended to commemorate the efforts of women 
workers and women strikers. Today it has often become synonymous 
with women’s place in the board room and glass ceilings. 

However women today are the majority of trade union members. While 
the media may be full of the strikes on Southern Rail or London 
Underground let’s not forget the successful struggle of the teaching 
assistants in Durham and their sisters in Derby who are also fighting a 
similar battle. Also, don’t forget the recent successful living wage strike 
by migrant women workers in London. 

The women trade unionists of today are following the tradition of the 
Ford machinists and Grunwick strikers of the 60s and 70s; from the 19th 
century the women chainmakers of Cradley Heath and the matchgirls at Bryant and May. 

A line in a speech given by Rose Schneiderman ("The worker must have bread, but she must have roses, 
too”) inspired the title of the poem Bread and Roses by James Oppenheim and is often attributed to the 
strike in Lawrence Massachusetts . The 1912 Lawrence Textile Strike, which united dozens of immigrant 
communities under the leadership of the Industrial Workers of the World, was led to a large extent by 
women. The poem has been set to music and featured in the film ‘Pride’. 

It is today one of the great traditional songs of working class struggle for fair wages and decent 
conditions. Attached with this edition’s e-mail is the song sung by Bobby McGee. Please play this song on 
March 8th and salute all the working class women who have fought for justice and equality. 


